Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


i 

'i 


■^U  N  rTED^STATES 
DEPARTMENT' 
of  AGRICULTURE- 


OFFICE 
INFORMA 


ION- 


L  I  B  R-A  R  Y 

RECEIVED 

n    k.    w          i    v    '*  *— ' 

*  JUw  6-1934  * 

U.  5?.  D*  v>  *rrm\  <tf  Agriculture 

HOUSEKEEPERS'  CHAT. 

Thursday,  t 

une-  Ik,  193I+. 

(EOR  BROADCAST  USE  OJLY) 
Subject:     "Summertime  Pests."    Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Entomology,  U.S.D.A. 

— 00O00 — 

The  good  and  the  had  always  seem  to  go  hand  in  hand  in  this  world,  don't 
they?    Warm  weather  "brings  out  the  flowers  —  and  also  the  hugs.    Summer  pleasures 
and  pests  arrive  together.     So,  if  you're  going  to  enjoy  life,  you  really  need  to 
know  how  to  deal  with  the  various  insects  that  may  arrive  to  "bother  you  during 
the  coming  season.    From  the  time  the  moths  start  nihbling  in  the  spring  until 
the  last  fly  "buzzes  in  the  fall,  we  women  giay  have  the  prohlem  of  the  too  sociahle 
insect  —  any  one  of  a  great  variety.    We  have  to  he  ready  to  do  battle  with 
flies,  mosquitoes,  or  even  fleas,  with  ants,  moths,  roaches,  carpet  beetles,  or 
even  bed-bugs. 

Many  of  these  visitors  that  are  encouraged  by  warm  weather  are  more  than 
pests;  they're  dangers  —  responsible  for  spreading  many  serious  diseases.  We 
all  know  now  that  the  fly  has  a  black  record  as  a  carrier  of  typhoid,  dysentery, 
and  various  tropical  diseases;  that  certain  mosquitoes  bring  malarial  and  yellow 
fever;  that  fleas  spread  the  plague;  and  ticks  can  bring  spotted  fever.  Plenty 
of  reasons  for  warfare  against  such  insects.    But  beside  these  we  have  to  know 
how  to  deal  with  any  or  all  of  the  other  friendly  little  souls  that  fly  and  crawl 
and  eat  our  food  or  clothing  or  even  our  persons. 


Effective  control  of  mosquitoes  and  flies  is  a  community  affair.  It 
requires  care  of  all  places  where  either  of  these  pests  might  breed.  Flies 
originate  in  manure  piles,  garbage  cans,  and  other  filthy  places,   so  community 
sanitation  is  necessary  to  control  them. 

Mosquitoes  breed  in  stagnant  water,  so  communities  that  are  wise  drain 
nearby  pools  and  ditches  wherever  possible  and  treat  other  stagnant  water  with 
oil.    But  each  one  of  us  can  help  individually  in  controlling  flies  and 
mosquitoes.    We  all  can  keep  our  garbage  in  a  tightly  covered  container  and 
dispose  of  it  properly.    Housewives  on  farms  can  see  that  any  manure  piles  near 
the  house  are  treated  with  borax.    And  we  can  discourage  the  mosquitoes  by 
seeing  that  no  water  is  standing  even  in  empty  tin  cans  or  even  in  the  old  rain- 
barrel    in  the  backyard.    Finally,  we  can  protect  ourselves  by  screening  our 
homes.     If  a  few  flies  or  mosquitoes  do  manage  to  get  indoors,  we  can  make  short 
work  of  them  with  sprays.    The  new  household  insecticide  sprays  are  effective 
weapons  for  indoor  use.    Most  of  these  mixtures  have  a  kerosene  base  and  contain 
pyrethrum.    The  best  ones  will  leave  no  stain  after  evaporation  and  are  no  fire 
haz ard. 
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Last  summer  happened  to  "be  a  "big  year  for  fleas.    Entomologists  at  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  were  swamped  with  requests  for  aid  from  harrassed 
housewives.    These  experts  on  the  subject  say  that  fleas  usually  get  a  free  ride 
into  a  house  on  the  family  pet,  whether  it's  a  dog  or  cat.    You  see,  the  flea 
lays  its  eggs  in  the  animal's  fur.    Then,  indoors  the  eggs  roll  out  on  the  floor 
and  hatch  in  cracks  and  crevices.    And  presently  a  swarm  of  hungry  young  fleas 
is  ready  to  attach  human  beings  as  well  as  the  pet  that  brought  them  in.     If  the 
pet  sleeps  in  the  house,   so  much  the  worse.    Very  often,  these  insects  hatch  in 
a  closed  house  during  the  summer  vacation.    When  the  owners  return,  the  fleas  are 
all  there  ready  to  give  them  a  lively  time. 

How  to  rid  a  house  of  fleas?    Well,   spread  naphthalene  flakes  —  the  same 
remedy  you  use  against  moths  —  over  the  rugs  and  floor  of  a  room.    You'll  need 
about  five  pounds  of  flakes  for  an  average-sized  room.    Then  close  the  room  up 
tight  —  all  doors  and  windows  shut  —  and  leave  it  to  fumigate  for  2k  hours. 
You  can  then  brush  up  the  flakes  and  use  them  in  another  room. 

Dust  the  dogs  and  cats  v/ith  derris  powder  or  freeh  pyrethrum  powder, 
rubbing  it  into  the  fur  along  the  back  from  head  to  tail.    You  can  spray  the 
animal's  sleeping  quarters  with  creosote  oil.    Creosote  oil  is  a  sure  flea  killer 
but  it  has  a  strong  odor  and  causes  a  stain,   so  it  is  best  used  only  in  a  cellar 
or  outdoors.    Spraying  is  effective  against  any  fleas  that  are  loose  in  a  room. 

Another  house  pest  that  has  given  trouble  from  early  times  is  the  bedbug. 
Some  people  won't  say  that  word  aloud.    Most  good  housewives  feel  that  they're 
disgraced  for  life  if  they  once  find  a  bedbug  on  the  premises.    As  a  matter  of 
fact,  the^e  insects  get  into  houses  and  apartments  in  all  sorts  of  strange  ways, 
and  no  matter  how  immaculate  your  housekeeping,  the  day  may  come  when  you'll  have 
to  deal  with  a  courjle  that  have  found  their  way  into  your  dwelling.  The 
absolutely  sure  and  immediate  remedy  for  bedbugs  is  fumigation.    But  that  is 
expensive  and  means  vacating  the  building  because  the  fumigating  gas  is  poisonous 
But  you  can  often  clean  out  bedbugs  yourself  by  spraying  a  good  insecticide  in 
all  places  where  the  bugs  are  likely  to  hide.    Hhen  they  aren't  feeding,  bedbugs 
crawl  in  sheltered  places  like  baseboards,  wall  moldings,  loose  sections  of 
picture  frames,  or  the  folds  where  a  mattress  is  tufted.     If  you  can  use  hot  wate 
without  danger  to  furnittxre,  you'll  find  this  a  good  method  of  destroying  both 
eggs  and  active  bugs.    If  you  iripect bods  and  bedding,  particularly  mattresses, 
and  all  crevices  and  cracks  everyday,  you  should  have  these  most  embarrassing 
visitors  out  in  a  week  or  so. 

Still  another  summer  house  pest  is  the  ant.    The  best  way  to  rid  yourself 
of  this  nuisance  is  to  do  away  with  the  source  of  attraction.     Ants  usually  come 
in  for  food.    They  like  cake,  bread,  sugar,  meat  and  such  substances.     If  you 
keep  all  food  in  tight  metal  insect-proof  containers  or  in  your  ice-box,  and  if 
you  clean  up  all  crumbs  or  other  traces  of  food,  it  won't  be  long  before  the  ants 
will  forsake  you.    But  you  can  hasten  their  departure  by  dusting  sodium  fluoride 
powder  about  the  runways.    If  you  can  find  their  nest,  by  tracing  them  back  to 
the  point  where  they  disappear,  you  can  inject  a  little  kerosene  into  the  spot 
with  an  oil  can  or  small  syringe. 


